CONTENTS

PART FOUR:
THEMES, CONTEXTS AND SETTINGS

PART ONE: T TSRS s 4 B AR AR A A S R s 42
GETTING STARTED
CONEXTS iuiiiminnuninammassriss st se s s e Rares s S ds e ssasasaas 46
Preparing for assessment ... 5 SERUIMGS vuchiurss sicis ot st Do eSS A N R A S e 48
How to use your York Notes Workbook ..o, 6 PRACHICERASE v o i s 50
. J

PART TWO: PART FIVE:
PLOT AND ACTION FORM, STRUCTURE AND LANGUAGE
Chapter 1: The Science of Deduction.........cccueveeriiinienienneeeseesee e
Chapter 2: The Statement of the Case.......ccceevviiiiiniiniinieec s 10
Chaptar32 IV-CNESE DT A5 0] URTEONE uxs0xwusassnssssnsssnssuusmiosssinssnassuminimsussanssssinmss 12 LANQUAGE ...ttt e et e e e e e s ae e e ab e e nn e e e ss e e s sne e st e e enneens 54
Chapter 4: The Story of the Bald-Headed Man..........cccceeeerersrireennernennes 14 T N ety i N N R AR AR e N KN A NS A 57
. J
Chapter 5: The Tragedy of Pondicherry Lodge..........ccceeeeereennrreeseessnennes 16
Chapter 6: Sherlock Holmes Gives a Demonstration ..........cccceeveveeeeeinnen. 18 PART SIX:
Chapter 7 The Episodeof the Bamrel.........cvnnnunnanamisnasi 20 PrROGRESS BOOSTER
Chapter 8: The Baker Street IrregquUIars ... iiiniisnmseisnimasmsiiisssiansg 22 ) L
Expressing and explaining ldeas:... nnninniaimssmssiiine 58
Chapter 9: A Break Inthe Chaln: i s s sasasaisdis 24 o ) )
Making inferences and interpretations...........ccecveveeeniiinienininnsesnieneseenne 60
Chapter 10: The End of the Islander ... 26 .
WV EiNg Ah OUE OO s e e s 61
Chapter 11: The Great Agra TreasuUre .......ccccueeeereernrreeseeessseesssaaessnnaens 28 L
Structure and linking of paragraphs ........cccccviiiiiiniiinin e, 62
Chapter 12: The Strange Story of Jonathan Small..........cccceviiiiiiinnnnen. 30 e 2
WIEIEING SKIllS ..t 64
T R C 100 TR U s oo S A A R AR B A RPN ARG 32 :
] ) ) s N TS IS fionsissmossni e s A S NS AN A AR S BB 66
O T S T NI oot 5 A AR B 68
PART THREE: FURERer QUESTIONS scc.covsisiissssininssussansisvinsuniissisisnomsuvoisdessvas ks ba iasassduaavons VAl
CHARACTERS " "
s %
WHO'S WHO? ...t e e e s e nrnns R CNETE sttt oot e et et e i 72
SHErlOCK HOIMES ... et e s 34 - /
D WV LS ON ivsnnssnrussnsusnnassanssnsassss ninsnassspnsonenisssnsenessuasenansavornsenonsasssnasoanssnessusesns 35
DRSS D NI vicmvomsnooims i o m S A ANS A SRR AN A R A A 36
TIAADEUS SINOMOD vaivssusisuvausninsnssninansnssinammmisss s ams s RO Rs S R HARR SRS SRR 37
Jonathan Smallvciasuainimmainssmasnaisse s R s 38
AtheINeY JONES sl s TS adaaaaa T aay 39
MIROT CHATaCtars o e A s G s e s 40
PrachiCe tasK: v s S e e S e S 41
. J




PART FOUR: THEMES, CONTEXTS AND SETTINGS

Themes

(QUICK TEST 1@

@

®

Complete this gap-fill paragraph about the theme of friendship and loyalty,
adding the correct or suitable information:

‘The Sign of the Four’ presents a number of friendships and alliances, but the central relationship
is between Holmes and ...............ccccvueeuniennrenrennnnnnnne. , the narrator of the novella. They are very
ITBIONY . osisisinmmmiinanpssnennnmnsssmansisims PTOTTES IS s vsmessssany e aars A es s i oA A SRR RS whereas
Watson is more emotional in his responses. Watson will take great ..............ccovuuvivuivnvinninnnn. for
Holmes, and constantly eXpresses ...........ccccceuveueviveneisnsensns at Holmes’s abilities. Holmes is
................................. towards Watson, for example lulling him to sleep by playing the violin.

A friendship is destroyed with the betrayal of Major ShoIto by .........c.cccevvvivncinncnnnn. . However,
Jonathan Small also shows himself to be a loyal friend to the ..............ccccccvvviivnncnnnnn. , and puts
himself in great danger to fulfil their plans, ending in his arrest.

These comments by different characters suggest a particular theme in the novella.

Choose the best abstract noun from the box below to identify the theme in each one:

a) ‘'l caught one glimpse of his venomous, menacing eyes amid the white swirl of the waters.’ (p. 97)

Themeissssrarpsnane s Uheus it ot s srste g

b) ‘Sherlock Holmes and | looked blankly at each other, and then burst simultaneously into an
uncontrollable fit of laughter.’ (p. 65)

0§ ] e O I L IV BT LAY S

¢) 'One month India lay as still and peaceful, to all appearance, as Surrey or Kent; the next there
were two hundred thousand black devils let loose ..." (p. 110)

T O i i e e e R e A
d) '‘The richest and glossiest of curtains and tapestries draped the walls ..." (p. 24)
g 1] 7] ] (o SR e o T LA ot Pt S

e) ‘I cared nothing for the law,- nothing for the gallows. To escape, to track down Sholto, to have
my hand upon his throat,- that was my one thought.’ (p. 127)

PART FOUR: THEMES, CONTEXTS AND SETTINGS

© Write two or three sentences to show how quotations a) and b) in Question 2

reveal their themes. Include a comment on the writer’s effects:

a) Conan Doyle’s description of the drowning TONGA ... ..., bl

(THINKING MORE DEEPLY 1 ? )

THENE saissssnses e
revenge forgiveness wealth colonialism
justice friendship otherness poverty

@ Complete each statement about the theme of crime:

a) Captain Morstan’s crime of helping to steal the Agra treasure was committed out of ...

[PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]  Needs more work [_]  Getting there _]  Under control [_} )
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PART SIX: PROGRESS BOOSTER

(ZOOMING IN - YOUR TURN! '

Here is the first part of another student response. The student has picked a good
quotation but he hasn’t ‘zoomed in’ on any particular words or phrases:

PART SIX: PROGRESS BOOSTER
Expressing and explaining ideas (0}

© How well can you express your ideas about The Sign of the Four? Look at this
grid and tick the level you think you are currently at:

When Watson, Holmes and Jones plan the capture of Jonathan Small and Tonga,
Holmes says ‘if we get to their lair’ showing that he thinks Small might be hiding.

Level How you respond

What your spelling,
punctuation and

grammar are like © Pick out one of the words or phrases the student has quoted and write a further

sentence to complete the explanation:

High ® You analyse the effect of specific words and
phrases very closely (i.e. ‘zooming in’ on them and
exploring their meaning).

® You select quotations very carefully and you
embed them fluently in your sentences.

® You are persuasive and convincing in the points
you make, often coming up with original ideas.

® You use a wide range of
specialist terms (words
like ‘imagery’), excellent
punctuation, accurate
spelling, grammar, etc.

often you do not develop your ideas.

You sometimes use quotations to back up what
you say but they are not always well chosen.

You mention the effect of certain words and phrases
but these are not always relevant to the task.

wide range of specialist
terms, but you have
reasonably accurate
spelling, punctuation
and grammar.

Mid/ You analyse some parts of the text closely, but not | ® You use a good range
Good all the time. of specialist terms, ' EXPLAINING IDEAS '

You support what you say with evidence and generally accurate

quotations, but sometimes your writing could be punctuation, usually You need to be precise about the way Conan Doyle gets ideas across. This can be

more fluent to read. accurate spelling, done by varying your use of verbs (not just using ‘says’ or ‘means’).

You make relevant comments on the text. grammar, etc. , . _ )

@ Read this paragraph from a mid-level response to a question about Watson’s feelings

Lower | ® You comment on some words and phrases but ® You do not have a very towards Miss Morstan. Circle all the verbs that are repeated (not in the quotations):

Conan Doyle shows us Watson'’s developing love for Miss Morstan when Watson says
his ‘heart turned as heavy as lead’ after learning the treasure is worth half a million
pounds. This shows that Watson feels anxious about the huge amount of money that
Miss Morstan is set to inherit and says that he has incredibly strong feelings for her.

© Now choose some of the words below to replace your circled ones:

(SELECTING AND USING QUOTATIONS .

@ Read these two samples from students’ responses to a question about how Holmes is suggests implies tells us presents signals asks
presented. Decide which of the three levels they fit best, i.e. lower (L), mid (M) or high (H):
Student A: Holmes is fascinated rather than frightened by the brutal murder of Bartholomew Sholto. demonstrates fecognices comprehend reveals vl 4

He talks to Watson about it with ‘the air of a clinical professor expounding to his class’. This shows
that he likes to explain things and does not talk about his feelings. This is something we find out
more about later.

LevelT Ll VY T e e e

(® Rewrite your high-level version of the paragraph in full below. Remember to
mention the author by name to show you understand he is making choices in
how he presents characters, themes and events:

Student B: Conan Doyle demonstrates Holmes’s detached personality using an interesting image when
he discusses Bartholomew Sholto’s brutal death with ‘the air of a clinical professor expounding to his
class’. A ‘clinical professor’ would be able to talk about death without showing any emotion and this
leads the reader to see that Holmes is more interested in the facts of Bartholomew’s death. The verb
‘expounding’ could suggest that Holmes is enjoying the discussion because he is speaking in some detail.

Level el NI s i i L R ksl

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box] ~ Needs more work |_]  Getting there _]  Under control _]
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