PART ONE: THE BASICS CHAPTER 1: THE BASICS: SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR

CHAPTER 1: The basics: Spelling, punctuation and grammar (HOMOPHONES

© Circle the correct spellings in this piece of writing:
D s

When | went to see the [principal / principle], she said she would [right / write] me a letter on
TOP TIP “

It is important to make sure that you spell words correctly. Spelling rules can help you ‘[Its | It's] not often | do this,” she said. ‘[It’s / Its] a question of [principal / principle]. | only do
remember spellings that you find difficult. Use the tasks below to test and practise your
spellings.

her own [stationary / stationery] so that | [wood / would] be [aloud / allowed] to miss Games.

it for someone [whose / who’s] got a genuine excuse — for example, [their | there] health is
poor and [there / they’re] in danger of it getting worse. | don’t know [whether / weather]

you realise that. Anyway, [its / it’s] [too / two] late for Games now, so this letter may have

PRACTISE YOUR SKILLS already lost [it’s / its] usefulness.”

PLURALS As | walked to the changing rooms, | felt relieved. My excuse had been [accepted / excepted].

Everything was fine — [accept / except] that | couldn’t think [where / wear] the letter had
© Give the correct plurals for the following words:

got to!

a) belief ......ccoccvvnene cherry ...ococvcivvinnnne ENleT sniirisinminins church ....ccovviinnnne

) Ha | J——— o 1] o SSURIUE—— OONKEY sisssssmsunawenuions 11| 4" SUMR—

€) fOX i glass ....ccoviiinennnn JOUrNey ....cccevvueeens scarf .ooooeeiiiiies

d) knlfe susvimmimmis lOVTY G IRONKEY ssiuisisiemmmmss 1,7 | RSIR—

L SE— S8 i Wharf .o S ( DIFFICULT SPELLINGS |
[PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES) ® Check that you know the following spellings. Split the word into syllables

to help you remember. Test yourself using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write,
@ Give the correct spellings, using prefixes (e.qg. ir, un, in), for the opposites Check’ method.
of these words:

a) acceptable ..........cccuueu.. [0 1] - | — (o T ] T —— oo | 1 PUOR—— sctammodation exhilarating

b) intelligent .........c.c....... CariNg .ooccevevieveninnnns efficient ..o eligible ........cccueeee.

€) Precise ........ccceeue... appropriate ..........cc...... edible .........cc........ equal ...ccceveueeeenes acquit humorous
© The words breakable and edible use the suffixes able and ible. Use the appearance liaison

correct suffix to create words that mean:

a) easily noticed circumstances manoeuvre

b) easily accessed .iuunvismusssinusimsiissini committed occurrence

¢) easily managed .........cccceeiiiiiiiiiininne, definitely playwright

d) able to be read (of handwriting) .......c..ccceeeviiiiiiiiinne.

e) easily excited .......ccceeveevieiienieieee dilemma schedule

f) able to be divided ........ccoovvverieeeeeerrneeee. embarrass unconscious
@ Correct the following:

BISALRAYS i ciimininimici b beautifuly ......ccccevvviniiiniiiiiin BLINAOST osiiinsiesavknarnasaisainsihisns
hopefull .......oooviieiiiiiees IMPresSiVe ...cvvveeeeiieeeecieee e beautifull ..........coeoieiiiienne
PENNYIESS .....c.ccveveeeeeereeeeieaeenns UNtill o, WOITYSOME ...eeveeeeeeeeseeseaeeeaenns PROGRESS LOG tick the correctbox]  Needs more work [l Getting there ll - Under control ll
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CHAPTER 5: PAPER 2, SECTION B: WRITING TO PRESENT A VIEWPOINT
- - © Use the idea of creating an image, anecdote or ‘mini’-story to begin a
Usi ng persuasive Iang uage ®PAPER 2 speech about the lack of disabled facilities in schools across a city. Start:
SECTION B, Q5 Picture this: @ little Girl in @ WREEICRAIT ...
I8
EXAM BASICS €

It is important that your written answer presents a clear
viewpoint, and communicates using an appropriate tone and style.

PART TWO: GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

(SENTENCES FOR EFFECT |

Remember:
® Adapt your tone and style to meet your audience’s needs. ® Read this extract from an article about the price of tickets to Premier
® Communicate imaginatively using appropriate persuasive League football games.
language.
- I got a terrible shock the other day when | tried to buy a ticket for a top

- football game at the weekend. The price of the ticket was £55, which |
thought was ridiculous. For that | could spend a night in a B & B. | could

PRACTISE YOUR SKILLS buy a posh meal out for two people, including drinks. | could buy a
fitness watch or a designer pair of glasses. They must be joking charging

that amount, | thought.

( TONE AND REGISTER |

Rewrite this paragraph so it has more impact by creating some minor,
short and some longer sentences. You can take out or add words as

© Draw a line to match each example of tone/register to the form/audience
needed. For example, you could start:

from this task about disabled facilities.

VVEIIE @ STHOCKE o iimsioonpissnssimmsaibensiis o opssn s e s
Form/audience (2 Ty o] Lo Ty = (=T o T =T
a) Article for broadsheet ‘Are you up for changitntg tg::%;-’a%f .
newspaper course you are. Protest to ' S coieiuuiiimimioniimiviiseimmettnitiimimumeiemsssiiseismiessietisdiesidsniioiniresseiepsenetsitisiisbisiinieiabiemiibiminisilieeimtisei
pap ) e eyre and put up posters, 'make s?'me s\c/:/:) ;'asntgo l9nger allow
noise on the Web _ Whatever it takes. 'ocations we:;srteas ...................................................
b) Letter to ) - diSCl’l'mination S0 R
£ 2 contin
headteacher etzu have a duty to make sure that Itis our duty to influet:meci
. a sury child in the school can learnin = "€ authorities, mobilise IMAGERY
whe‘r): %::ve manner, regardless of on the streets, utilise
y've co : SOci i . : .
¢) Speech to teenagers of needs or abiliti me from, or their 'al media and do Read this example of a persuasive sentence from an article.
i ph abilities. Isn‘t it trye that Whatever is required.-
simi g € school js falling some way sh = c ; ] X : .
- : of where it should be?' Yot The almost imperceptible change in our high streets as betting shops
p appear is like a virus slowly worming its way around the body, damaging
the organs one by one.
( EMOTIVE LANGUAGE - INCREASING THE IMPACT) ® Underline the simile used here.
. . ® Now, complete these two sentences using further similes.
@ Read this paragraph from a speech to local councillors. Each betting shop diaws customers in, rather like the wey

| am a little bit angry about the rather bad state of facilities for the disabled. It is not really OK
that we have allowed this bad situation to arise. | really do ask Yo 10 Conslder how things Can | e

E; ﬁg:ﬁig OtL:V;ergf ne concerned. It would be M if all schools were Properlg resourced Once someone is bitten by the Betting BUG, it iS [IKE ...

-

y

Replace the underlined words and phrases with more powerful

alternatives. For example, where could ‘furious’ be used?
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