PART ONE: GETTING STARTED

PART ONE: GETTING STARTED
Each Part ends with a Practice task to extend your revision:

How to use your York Notes Workbook
There are lots of ways your Workbook can support your study and revision of Jane Eyre.
There is no ‘right’ way – choose the one that suits your learning style best.
1) Alongside the York Notes
Study Guide and the text

2) As a ‘stand-alone’
revision programme

3) As a form of mock-exam

Do you have the York Notes
Study Guide for Jane Eyre?

Think you know Jane Eyre
well?

Prefer to do all your revision in
one go?

An exam-style
task for you to
practise a full
essay

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Practice task
1 First, read this exam-style task:
Jane is making her way back to Thornfield after hearing Mr. Rochester’s call.
Reread from: ‘I left Moor House at three o’ clock’ (Ch. 36, p.487) to ‘I was already on my
master’s very lands.’ (p. 487).
Question: How does Charlotte Brontë use journeys to further the plot and develop Jane’s
story?

The contents of your Workbook
are designed to match the
sections in the Study Guide, so
with the novel to hand you
could:

Why not work through the
Workbook systematically, either
as you finish chapters, or as you
study or revise certain aspects
in class or at home.

You could put aside a day or
two and work through the
Workbook, page by page. Once
you have finished, check all
your answers in one go!

read the relevant section(s)
of the Study Guide and any
part of the novel referred
to;
complete the tasks in the
same section in your
Workbook.

You could make a revision diary
and allocate particular sections
of the Workbook to a day or
week.

This will be quite a challenge,
but it may be the approach you
prefer.

Think about:
How the journey is used in this extract
How journeys are used in the novel as a whole

A plain table
provided for
you to fill in
with your own
ideas

2 Begin by circling the key words in the question above.
3 Now complete the table, noting down three or four key points with evidence
and the effect created.
Point

Evidence/quotation

Effect or explanation

The first
sentence of the
essay provided
for you to use
as a prompt to
start a fulllength essay

4 Draft your response. Use the space below for your first paragraph(s) and then
continue onto a sheet of paper.
Start: In this journey, as Jane approaches the end of her story, Charlotte Brontë conveys a sense
of anticipation by …

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]

Needs more work

❑

Getting there

❑

Under control ❑
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Part Six: Progress Booster helps you test your own key writing skills:

HOW WILL THE WORKBOOK HELP YOU TEST AND CHECK YOUR
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS?

A sample of a
student’s
writing
challenges you
to judge its
strengths and
weaknesses

Parts Two to Five offer a range of tasks and activities:

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Chapters 7–8: Life at Lowood and Jane’s reputation restored

These fun and
quick-tocomplete tasks
check your
basic
knowledge of
the text

1 Number the events of these two chapters so they are in the correct sequence.
Use 1 for the first event and 7 for the final event.

Think about:
The importance of Miss Temple’s announcement

b) Mr Brocklehurst tells the whole school what Mrs Reed told
him – that Jane is a liar.

❑

c) Jane suffers at Lowood in the cold of the winter months.

❑

Point/detail

Evidence

Effect or explanation

d) Mr Brocklehurst visits the school, inspecting and criticising the
way it is run.

❑

1: The restoration of her
reputation is a very important
event for Jane.

‘Thus relieved of a grievous
load’

e) By contacting Mr Lloyd, Miss Temple confirms the truth of
Jane’s story, and tells the school that her name has been cleared.

Jane suffers the disgrace of
being called a liar, and wants
the people she likes to know
her true moral worth.

❑
❑
❑

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:
a) How does Charlotte Brontë’s description of Sundays at Lowood contribute to
ideas about religion in the novel?

These more
open questions
challenge you
to show your
understanding

Question: How is this passage important in the development of
Jane’s character?

❑

g) Jane attracts Mr Brocklehurst’s attention by accidentally dropping
her slate.

Using topic sentences
Focusing on key words from quotations
Explaining their effect or meaning
1 Read this model paragraph in which a student explains how Charlotte Brontë
presents Jane.
Charlotte Brontë presents Jane as someone who makes her own judgements. She
expresses her opinions of the teachers at Lowood to Helen Burns but finds they
disagree: ‘Still less could I understand or sympathise with the forbearance she
expressed’. The word ‘forbearance’ reflects Helen’s Christian principles of acceptance,
but Jane prefers standing up for justice instead of suffering passively.
Underline the topic sentence which explains the main point about Jane.

a) Miss Temple comforts Jane, hears her story, and gives her and Helen
tea and cake.

f) Jane is punished by having to stand on a stool for an hour and
having no one speak to her all day.

Structure and linking of paragraphs
Paragraphs need to demonstrate your points clearly by:

Look at the response carefully.

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT A KEY MOMENT
Reread the end of Chapter 8 from ‘About a week subsequently’
(Ch. 8, p. 88) to ‘for Gateshead and its daily luxuries’ (p. 89).

QUICK TEST

PART SIX: PROGRESS BOOSTER

Its effect on Jane’s outlook and behaviour
3 Complete this table:

2: With the injustices of Mrs
Reed and Mr Brocklehurst
behind her, Jane can now look
forward in her new life.
3: Jane realises the value of
love in a poor environment
over hatred and unhappiness in
a rich one.

4 Write up point 1 into a paragraph below in your own words. Remember to
include what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects.

This task
focuses in on a
key character,
theme,
technique,
idea or
relationship
and helps you
plan and write
up paragraphs
for an essay

Circle the word that is picked out from the quotation.
Highlight or put a tick next to the part of the last sentence which explains the
word.
2 Now read this paragraph by a student who is explaining how Charlotte Brontë
presents John Reed and his relationship with Jane:
We find out about John Reed when Jane says ‘every nerve I had feared him, and
every morsel of flesh on my bones shrank when he came near.’ This tells us that she is
afraid of him.
Expert viewpoint: This paragraph is unclear. It does not begin with a topic sentence to
explain how Charlotte Brontë presents Jane’s relationship with John Reed and doesn’t zoom
in on any key words that tell us what the relationship is like.
Now rewrite the paragraph. Start with a topic sentence, and pick out a key word or
phrase to ‘zoom in’ on, then follow up with an explanation or interpretation.
Charlotte Brontë presents John Reed as someone who Jane …

PART SIX: PROGRESS BOOSTER
It is equally important to make your sentences link together and your ideas follow on
fluently from each other. You can do this by:
Using a mixture of short and long sentences as appropriate
Using words or phrases that help connect or develop ideas
3 Read this model paragraph by one student writing about Diana Rivers and how
she is presented:
Charlotte Brontë presents Diana as a strong, independent woman who is a role
model for Jane. She contributes to the theme of independence by earning her living
as a governess, even though she dislikes the family for whom she works. A ‘balmlike’ presence surrounds Jane when Diana feeds her, and Jane admires her learning
and abilities as a teacher. At the end of the novel Charlotte Brontë rewards Diana’s
goodness. We are told that she has married for love to a ‘good man’, implying that,
like Jane, she has found the happiness she deserves.
Look at the response carefully.
Underline the topic sentence which introduces the main idea.
Underline the short sentence which signals a change in ideas.
Circle any words or phrases that link ideas such as ‘who’, ‘when’, ‘implying’,
‘which’, etc.
4 Read this paragraph by another student commenting on how Bertha Rochester is
presented:
Charlotte Brontë gives us a vivid picture of Bertha Rochester. This is in the description
of her after the wedding in Chapter 26. She says it is not clear whether Bertha
is ‘beast or human’. This gives the impression that she is wild and dangerous. It
suggests someone inhuman. She also makes animal noises. The description also says
she moves on all fours.
Expert viewpoint: The candidate has understood how the character’s nature is revealed in
her appearance. However, the paragraph is rather awkwardly written. It needs improving by
linking the sentences with suitable phrases and joining words such as: ‘where’, ‘in’, ‘as well
as’, ‘who’, ‘suggesting’, ‘implying’.
Rewrite the paragraph, improving the style, and also try to add a concluding
sentence on how Bertha is presented.
Start with the same topic sentence, but extend it:
Charlotte Brontë gives us a vivid picture of Bertha Rochester

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]
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b) How is the presentation of the Brocklehurst family ironic?
5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

c) What is Helen Burns’s influence on Jane?

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]
16 Jane Eyre

Needs more work

❑

Getting there

❑

Under control ❑
Jane Eyre 17

A clear, quick
way to visually
record your
progress

An expert
teacher or
marker’s view
of the student’s
work will help
you understand
key skills

An opportunity
for you to
apply what
you
have
❑
❑
❑
learned to a
new point

Needs more work

Getting there

Under control

Jane Eyre 77

Don’t forget – these are just some examples of the Workbook contents. Inside there
is much more to help you revise. For example:
lots of samples of students’ own work at different levels
help with writing skills
advice and tasks on writing about context
a full answer key so you can check your answers
a full-length practice exam task with guidance on what to focus on.
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PART FIVE: FORM, STRUCTURE AND LANGUAGE

PART FIVE: FORM, STRUCTURE AND LANGUAGE
THINKING MORE DEEPLY

Language

c) Jane described by Rochester: ‘the soul made of fire, and the character that
bends but does not break … I like the sense of pliancy you impart; and while I
am twining the soft, silken skein round my finger, it sends a thrill up my arm to
my heart’ (Ch. 24, pp. 300–01)

QUICK TEST
1 Which of these statements about the novel are TRUE and which are FALSE?
Write ‘T’ or ‘F’ in the boxes:
a) The novel is written in the third person.

❑

b) A non-fiction account of a life told by the subject is called an
autobiography.

❑

c) Jane never addresses the reader directly.

❑

d) Charlotte Brontë uses imagery from the natural world to
suggest particular meanings.

❑

e) Charlotte Brontë uses dreams as important symbols for Jane’s
interior life.

❑

f) There is no significance to the names that Charlotte Brontë
gives her characters.

❑

g) The narrative is written entirely in the past tense.

❑

d) Mr Rochester: ‘his presence in a room was more cheering than the brightest
fire’ (Ch. 15, p. 172)

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
2 Write two or three sentences to explain how Charlotte Brontë has used imagery
to convey ideas about characters in each of these quotations:
a) Blanche Ingram: ‘her mind was poor, her heart barren by nature: nothing
bloomed spontaneously on that soil; no unforced natural fruit delighted by its
freshness’ (Ch. 18, pp. 215–16)

3 Complete this table to explore how Charlotte Brontë uses Gothic imagery:

Jane’s thoughts in the
red-room (Ch. 2, pp. 20–21)

Examples of Gothic imagery

Effect or explanation

‘the dimly gleaming mirror’
‘dead men … revisiting the earth’
A sudden mysterious light
Jane’s physical sensations of
horror

Charlotte Brontë builds tension
through Jane’s fears and
imaginings in the dark, gloomy
room. Her intense expression of
emotion makes her appear all the
more vulnerable.

The night of the fire in
Rochester’s room
(Ch. 15, p. 173)

b) St John Rivers: ‘came in out of the frozen hurricane … the cloak that covered
his tall figure all white as a glacier’ (Ch. 33, p. 435)

Thornfield Hall on Jane’s
return (Ch. 36, pp. 489–90)

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]
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Needs more work

❑

Getting there

❑

Under control ❑
Jane Eyre 69

