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PART ONE: GETTING STARTEDPART ONE: GETTING STARTED

Don’t forget – these are just some examples of the Workbook contents. Inside there 
is much, much more to help you revise. For example:

 O lots of samples of students’ own work at different levels

 O help with spelling, punctuation and grammar

 O advice and tasks on writing about context

 O a full answer key so you can check your answers 

 O a full-length practice exam task with guidance on what to focus on

There are lots of ways your Workbook can support your study and revision of Lord of 
the Flies. There is no ‘right’ way – choose the one that suits your learning style best.

1)  Alongside the York Notes 
Study Guide and the text

2)  As a ‘stand-alone’ 
revision programme

3) As a form of mock-exam

Do you have the York Notes 
Study Guide for Lord of the 
Flies?

The contents of your Workbook 
are designed to match the 
sections in the Study Guide, so 
with the novel to hand you 
could:

 O read the relevant section(s) 
of the Study Guide and any 
part of the novel referred to;

 O complete the tasks in the 
same section in your 
Workbook.

Think you know Lord of the 
Flies well?

Why not work through the 
Workbook systematically, either 
as you fi nish chapters, or as you 
study or revise certain aspects 
in class or at home.

You could make a revision diary 
and allocate particular sections 
of the Workbook to a day or 
week.

Prefer to do all your revision in 
one go?

You could put aside a day or 
two and work through the 
Workbook, page by page. Once 
you have fi nished, check all 
your answers in one go!

This will be quite a challenge, 
but it may be the approach you 
prefer.

How to use your York Notes Workbook

HOW WILL THE WORKBOOK HELP YOU TEST AND CHECK YOUR
 KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS?
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PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTIONPART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Reread the section from: ‘Meetings. Don’t we love meetings?’ (p. 51) to ‘Ralph rolled 
on his stomach and began to play with the grass’ (p. 52).

Question: What does Golding show us about the growing division between Jack and 
Ralph at this point? Why is this important to the plot?

Think about:

 O What Ralph and Jack disagree about here

 O How their differences here affect the story later

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: Ralph is the leader but Jack is 
not supporting him.

Ralph says, ‘You wouldn’t care 
to help with the shelters, I 
suppose?’

Jack does not want to follow 
Ralph’s leadership. Later, he 
rebels and seizes power.

2: The boys disagree over which 
is more important: building 
shelters or killing a pig for 
meat.

3: Later, Jack leads the savages 
who kill Simon, then Piggy, and 
finally, unsuccessfully, hunt 
Ralph.

4 Write up point 1 into a paragraph below in your own words. Remember to 
include what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects.

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

1 Complete this gap-fill paragraph about this chapter, with the correct or suitable 
information. 

Jack is becoming more and more ……………………… with hunting. He is 

determined to ……………… a pig. Ralph wants the boys to build huts on the 

beach so that they have …………………… and a ……………… where they will feel 

safe because the boys are afraid of the ……………… and having nightmares. He is 

frustrated because only he and ……………… are working hard to build the huts. 

The younger boys just ……………… , eat or play. Jack and Ralph ……………… 

about which is more important: ………………… or  what is needed for everyone’s 

……………………………… . Simon goes off ……………………… .

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:

a) How does Golding show that order is beginning to break down? 

b) What two clues suggest the beast has not been forgotten?

c) Why does Simon go off alone into the jungle?  

Chapter 3: Huts on the Beach

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT JACK AND RALPH’S DIVISION

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work ❑      Getting there ❑      Under control ❑

A clear, quick 
way to visually 
record your 
progress

This task 
focuses in on a 
key character, 
theme, 
technique, 
idea or 
relationship 
and helps you 
plan and write 
up paragraphs 
for an essayThese more 

open questions 
challenge you 
to show your 
understanding

These fun and 
quick-to-
complete tasks 
check your 
basic 
knowledge of 
the text
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PART SIX: PROGRESS BOOSTERPART SIX: PROGRESS BOOSTER

Here are two paragraphs in response to a different task, where the students have 
focused on the writer’s techniques. The task is: 

Read from: ‘“Grab them!” …’ (p. 198) to ‘the steady shrill cheering of the tribe 
behind them’ (p. 199).

Question: What techniques does Golding use to show what Jack is like as a leader in 
this scene?

Student A

When the tribe do not obey Jack’s order to grab the twins straight away he shouted angrily. ‘I said 
“grab them”.’ Then they obey. This tells us that Jack leads by frightening people to make them do 
what he wants. The way Golding makes Jack repeat his words shows readers he is determined to 
be obeyed which shows how forceful he is and how difficult it is to stand up to him, rather like a 
school bully.

Student B

Golding describes Jack repeating his command to capture Sam and Eric when he angrily shouts, 
‘I said “grab them”.’ Then Golding shows the immediate impact of Jack’s dictatorship: the tribe 
obey. The tribe know they have been told to do something morally wrong, which is why they 
hesitate. Yet the adverb ‘angrily’ suggests that just sensing Jack’s anger has become enough to 
frighten and intimidate these boys into choosing to obey him rather than their consciences. 

 
Expert viewpoint 1: This higher-level response describes the impact 
Jack’s leadership method had on the tribe and on Sam and Eric in the 
text. It also states the wider implications of his methods and gives 
evidence. It discusses the writer’s techniques, using literary terms to 
good effect. 

Expert viewpoint 2. This mid-level response highlights the effect of Jack’s 
words on the tribe. However, the quotation, though appropriate, is not 
sufficiently embedded in the sentence. There is one instance of the writer’s 
technique mentioned but no others, and in the final sentence the point 
made is not developed and no evidence or examples are given.

3 Which comment belongs to which answer? Match the paragraph (A or B) to the 
expert’s feedback (1 or 2).

Student A: ........................................................................................................  Student B: .......................................................................................................

4 Now, take another aspect of the scene and on a separate sheet of paper write 
your own paragraph. You could comment on one of these aspects:

 O Jack being able to predict and respond to Ralph’s reaction

 O How Jack proves to Ralph that he is the boys’ leader now

 O The way Jack provokes Ralph into fighting him

Here is the task from the previous page:

Question: How does Golding presents ideas about bullying and how boys relate to 
each other in the novel?

Now look at these two alternative openings to the essay and read the examiner 
comments underneath:

Student A

Golding presents ideas about bullying and boys’ behaviour in several different ways and 
circumstances. We see bullying taking place at the beginning of the novel, when Jack is rude to 
Piggy and later when he hits him. We learn that boys, such as Maurice, may be taught that unkind 
behaviour is wrong, but the instinct to be cruel, as in Roger’s case, can take over if it is allowed to. 
The effect of being part of a group can turn the boys into bullies too.

Student B

There is a lot of bullying in the novel. Jack bullies Piggy calling him names, hitting him and taking 
his glasses. Maurice and Roger are mean to the littluns when they destroy their sandcastles. Even 
the littluns such as Henry become bullies. 

 
Expert viewpoint 1: This is a clear opening paragraph that outlines some 
of the types of behaviour and bullying to be discussed. It also suggests 
that bullying take place in different settings and circumstances. It could be 
developed further by including the fact that when the boys are together 
at assemblies, or later as a tribe, they behave like a bullying mob.

Expert viewpoint 2: This opening recounts some of the events where 
bullying takes place without outlining what is to be discussed in the essay, 
which is the point of the introduction. Other types of boys’ behaviour 
need to be mentioned. 

1 Which comment belongs to which answer? Match the paragraph (A or B) to the 
expert’s feedback (1 or 2).

Student A: ........................................................................................................  Student B: .......................................................................................................

2 Now it’s your turn. Write the opening paragraph to this task on a separate sheet 
of paper:

Read from ‘What you goin’ to do, Ralph? This is jus’ talk without deciding. I want my 
glasses’ (p. 189) to ‘I’m going to say – you got to!’ (p. 190).

Question: How is Piggy depicted in this scene and how does Ralph respond to him?

Remember:

 O Introduce the topic in general terms, perhaps explaining or ‘unpicking’ the key 
words or ideas in the task (such as ‘depict’).

 O Mention the different possibilities or ideas that you are going to address.

 O Use the author’s name.

Sample answers

OPENING PARAGRAPHS

WRITING ABOUT TECHNIQUES

Expert viewpoint 1: This is a clear opening paragraph that outlines some 
of the types of behaviour and bullying to be discussed. It also suggests 
that bullying take place in different settings and circumstances. It could be 
developed further by including the fact that when the boys are together 
at assemblies, or later as a tribe, they behave like a bullying mob.

Expert viewpoint 2: This opening recounts some of the events where 
bullying takes place without outlining what is to be discussed in the essay, 
which is the point of the introduction. Other types of boys’ behaviour 
need to be mentioned. 

MID LEVEL

LOWER LEVEL

Expert viewpoint 1: This higher-level response describes the impact 
Jack’s leadership method had on the tribe and on Sam and Eric in the 
text. It also states the wider implications of his methods and gives 
evidence. It discusses the writer’s techniques, using literary terms to 
good effect. 

Expert viewpoint 2. This mid-level response highlights the effect of Jack’s 
words on the tribe. However, the quotation, though appropriate, is not 
sufficiently embedded in the sentence. There is one instance of the writer’s 
technique mentioned but no others, and in the final sentence the point 
made is not developed and no evidence or examples are given.

MID LEVEL

HIGHER LEVEL
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PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 First, read this exam-style task:

Reread the text from ‘The savage moved forward …’ (p. 221) to ‘was almost overhead’  
(p. 222).

Question: Use the details in this passage to explain how Golding makes these events 
engaging for the reader.

2 Begin by circling the key words in the question above.

3 Now, complete this table, noting down 3 –4 key points with evidence and the effect created.

Point Evidence/quotation Meaning or effect

4 Draft your response. Use the space below for your first paragraph(s) and then continue onto a 
sheet of paper.

Start: Golding uses both Ralph’s response as events unfold and linguistic techniques to make 

these events engaging for readers. Firstly, … 

Practice task 

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work ❑      Getting there ❑      Under control ❑

Reread the text from ‘The savage moved forward …’ (p. 221) to ‘The savage moved forward …’ (p. 221) to ‘The savage moved forward …’ ‘was almost overhead’
(p. 222).

Question: Use the details in this passage to explain how Golding makes these events 
engaging for the reader.

Opportunity 
for you to 
apply what 
you have 
learned to a 
new point

The fi rst 
sentence of 
essay provided 
for you to use 
as a prompt to 
start a full-
length essay

A plain table 
provided for 
you to fi ll in 
with your own 
ideas

An exam-style 
task provided 
at end of 
section for you 
to practise a 
full essay

Expert teacher’s 
or marker’s 
view of the 
student’s work 
to help you 
understand 
key skills

Parts Two to Five offer a range of tasks and activities:

Each Part ends with a Practice task to extend your revision:

Part Six: Progress Booster helps you test your own key writing skills:

A sample of a 
student’s 
writing 
challenges you 
to judge its 
strengths and 
weaknesses
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PART FIVE: FORM, STRUCTURE AND LANGUAGEPART FIVE: FORM, STRUCTURE AND LANGUAGE

3 Golding juxtaposes Latinate and Anglo-Saxon vocabulary to highlight the 
difference between civilisation and savagery. Describe how this idea is present in 
this quotation from page 209:

‘Eric took up; and then the twins started their antiphonal speech.’

4 When you notice a writer using a technique, it is important to understand what 
effect it has on readers. Think about the technique used in these quotations, and 
explain what effect it has and how it helps to convey the writer’s intention.

a) Punctuation e.g. of Sam and Eric’s speech on page 209:

‘– they made us –’

‘– we couldn’t help it –’

Explain the technique and how it is used in the quotation: 

What effect does it have? 

How does this help convey the writer’s intention? 

b) Synecdoche e.g. ‘Below him, Ralph was a shock of hair and Piggy a bag of fat’ (p. 199).

Explain the technique and how it is used in the quotation: 

What effect does it have? 

How does this help convey the writer’s intention? 

1 Name the literary techniques used in each of the following quotations:

a) ‘the silvery laughter scattered’ (p. 198) 

b) ‘a faint “Zup!”’ (p. 199) 

c) ‘vivid stars were spilt and danced all ways’ (p. 208) 

d) ‘Heave! Heave! Heave!’ (p. 214) 

e) ‘two boys, bullet-headed’ (p. 14) 

2 Golding’s choice of vocabulary implies information about characters. Write two or 
three sentences in response to the questions below.

a) Read page 8. How is the class difference between Piggy and Ralph implied in 
the different ways in which they speak?

b) How are you able to infer Jack’s public school upbringing from the language 
he uses to explain Simon’s faint on page 16?

Language

QUICK TEST

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work ❑      Getting there ❑      Under control ❑

THINKING MORE DEEPLY


